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3rd Sunday 2023 

Sometimes in order to hear the voice of Jesus, we need to be 

called out of the ordinariness of life to experience the 

extraordinary. That’s what is happening in today’s Gospel. Jesus 

approaches two brothers, Peter and Andrew, who are routinely 

doing what they do every day (which is casting their nets). Jesus 

asks them to come and follow him. The response is powerful: 

They left what they were routinely doing... they left what was 

familiar... they left what was secure. A little while later, Jesus 

approaches two other brothers, James and John, and says the 

same thing to these fishermen, who were doing something very 

routine, too, i.e. mending their nets so that they could continue 

with their job, which would put food on their table and clothing on 

the backs of their families. Yet, the leaving behind of nets by 

James and John entailed something more than the tools and 

source of income. It entailed letting go of their father with whom 

they worked, and at whose feet they probably learned the art of 

fishing.  

Was the response of these brothers to Jesus so radical in nature? 

Would they never return to their father or to their occupations as 

fishermen? Perhaps it was, but more likely the call of Jesus 

entailed a gradual shift to what is really important in life.  
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It’s almost like they had to separate from ties that bound them in 

order to hear the message of Jesus. 

What keeps us from hearing the voice or call of Jesus?  

Are we obsessed with our work, our relationships, and our 

routines? Are we sucked into our social networking, the gadgetry 

of iPads and cell phones, that we cannot hear the voice of Jesus 

calling us through our spouses, children, prayer, or others beyond 

our familiar circle? Perhaps we are in darkness; perhaps our 

deafness, our blindness, to the call of Jesus is the result of 

disease or illness. What keeps us from hearing the voice or 

call of Jesus? 

 

I was reading an article on the shortage of priests, and the writer 

was saying that the shortage must be seen in the larger context 

of vocations in general. That is, he says, certain secular vocations 

are also struggling, areas like nursing, medicine, social work, 

education and youth work. The vocational crisis, in other words, 

is part of a wider social picture that reveals the heart of our 

modern society. This heart lies in the fact that an external 

marketplace mentality has replaced a sense if internal 

calling.  
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 He quotes a report about nursing, for example, which says, 

“Nursing’s collapse is a cultural and spiritual one, a failure 

of the notion of charity and compassion, not the result of 

failed pay.” 

 

In other words, a consumerist culture places its emphasis 

primarily on attending the right school and making the right 

connections in order to get the right job, the big money, and 

prestige. 

A vocational culture, on the other hand, is one in which people 

have 

• a sense of being called to make life better,  

• a sense of possessing a gift to offer,  

• a sense of a mission to be accepted and completed,  

• a sense that they have to live a worthwhile life and do 

things that count on the human level, whether or not it 

brings them money and fame. 

• If they are religious, they have a sense of God calling them 

regardless of the difficulty, danger, or lack of worldly 

rewards. 
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This sense of vocation is at the opposite pole of society’s 

meaning of success which is displayed only in terms of image, 

prestige, letters behind one’s name, and what we buy and 

consume. In a secular society, it doesn’t get any better than that.   

 

And the dominance of that mentality is why we face a shortage in 

many critical areas and why society can so easily, without 

blushing, offer a baseball player 250 million dollars to play ball 

and a caretaker of the elderly only fifteen dollars an hour. 

 

And yet – people are dissatisfied.  It is commonplace for some to 

reach the top and say, “Is that all there is?”  There’s an 

emptiness for people who have it all when that “all” does 

not include, what I call the “four Cs”:   

care, compassion, charity, and a cause larger than our own 

egos. Wise people, however, sense the deeper longing behind 

the materialism, they feel the void that consumerism is trying to 

fill, and they learn to appeal to their inner call to vocation. 

 

For example, a recruiter from the Teach America Program came 

to a nearby university a couple of years ago. This organization 

recruits the nation’s best college and university students to go 
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work in the most impossible teaching situations in the country.  

This recruiter from Teach America knew his audience of hot shot, 

ladder-climbing students.  So he looked out on the crowd of 

students and began by saying: 

“I don’t really know why I am here tonight.  I can tell just by 

looking at you that you are probably uninterested in what I have 

to say.  This is one of the best universities in America.  You are 

all successful.  That is why you’re here, to become an even 

greater success on Madison Avenue, or Wall Street, or in law 

school. 

And here I stand, trying to recruit some people for the most 

difficult job you will ever have in your life.  I’m out looking for 

people who want to go into a burned-out classroom in Watts and 

teach biology.  I’m looking for somebody to go into a little one-

room schoolhouse in West Virginia and teach kids from six to 

thirteen years old how to read.  We had three teachers killed last 

year in their classrooms.  And I can tell, just by looking at you, 

that none of you want to throw away your lives on anything like 

that. On the other hand, if by chance there is somebody here who 

may be interested, I’ve got these brochures and I am going to 

leave them here and will be glad to speak to anybody who is 

interested.  The meeting is over. 
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With that, all of the students jumped up, rushed the aisles, 

rushed down to the front, and started fighting over her 

pamphlets, just dying to apply for Teach America. 

 

My friends, people are good and instinctively look to something 

larger than themselves.  I believe that we are hungry to give our 

lives to something more important than ourselves.  We want a 

vocation, more than a resume.  It is a fact of life, not only that 

everything costs us something, but that, in our better moments 

we are even eager to pay the price. 

 

Chuine Sugihara ( she.oo.née soo.gee.haa.ruh) was born on a day of 

new beginnings – January 1, 1900. As a boy, he cherished the 

dream of becoming the Japanese ambassador to Russia. By the 

1930’s, he was the ambassador to Lithuania, just a step away 

from ambassadorship to Russia. He was on his way to a 

successful career, a big name on the international scene with 

money and prestige galore. 

Then a vocation, not a job, came unexpectedly calling. What 

happened was that, one morning, a huge throng of people 

gathered outside his home. They turned out to be Jews who 

made their way across treacherous terrain from Poland, 
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desperately seeking his help. They wanted Japanese visas, which 

would enable them to flee Eastern Europe and the Gestapo. Three 

times Sugihara wired Tokyo for permission to provide these visas; 

three times he was rejected. Now came his moment of truth – 

his calling, so to speak, versus his job. He had to choose 

between the fulfillment of his dream as an ambassador and 

people’s lives, and he chose the latter. He dared to disobey 

orders. 

For twenty-eight days he wrote visas by hand barely sleeping or 

eating. Recalled to Berlin, he was still writing visas and shoving 

them through train windows into the hands of refugees who ran 

alongside. Ultimately, he saved six thousand lives. He lost his job, 

his fame, his money, his career, and he wound up humbly selling 

light bulbs, of all things. But he found his calling. 

 

Let me put it this way. Parents, we know, are fanatical about 

getting their children into the right schools, and kids kill 

themselves with over-activity in order to parlay an overstuffed 

resume into acceptance.  Parents give their kids every possible 

leg-up advantage that money can buy.   
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But my question, the Gospel question, is this:  where is the 

equally passionate concern that children be moral and 

visionary and follow a calling rather than a career? 

 

The chaplain at Duke University writes: 

I have been a campus minister for over a decade.  In that time I 

have received only one or maybe two phone calls from an anxious 

parent saying, “Help, my daughter is addicted to alcohol,” or 

“Help, my son is sexually promiscuous.”  However, in that period 

of time, I have probably received a dozen phone calls from 

anxious parents saying, “Help, I sent my child to Duke to become 

a lawyer and now my child has become a religious fanatic.” 

“Religious fanatic” is usually defined as someone who wants to go 

and work in the Catholic nutritional program in Haiti rather than 

go to Duke Law School. 

 

Look. All that I have said today is but a variation on today’s 

Gospel, the calling of Jesus’ first disciples, which is a call to 

vocation, to discipleship. That call continues to this day. 
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• We are a faith community with a sense of being 

tapped by God. 

• Each of us has been given a vocation. 

• We have been recruited by Jesus Christ. 

• There is something we have to do before we die, no 

matter how small, that lifts us above ourselves. 

• There is an urgency, no matter how deeply we have 

buried it, to answer a call. 

 

The Gospel simply asks, “Do you hear it?  Have you answered 

it yet?” 


